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June 1st, 2009, Amman – Jordan
Parks – Discussion Summary
Shortage of water or energy need not necessarily be a constraint – rather, it can be an opportunity for ingenuity.
The questions around which the discussion focused were:
1. What are your comments on the National Gallery Park? What are the constraints and opportunities?

2. How important is it to develop sustainable parks in Amman? In other parts of Jordan? e.g. are they a luxury we can’t afford, or something important for communities in Jordan?
3. What is the added value of “greening” this project from a social, economic, and environmental point of view?
4. What might be some of the pitfalls/difficulties in developing sustainable parks in Jordan?
5. What steps should be taken to increase the number of sustainable parks in Jordan? E.g. with designers, clients, municipalities, other government agencies, suppliers, contractors?
6. What steps should A/E Council take to increase awareness and knowledge on sustainable parks? i.e. – how can we use this case study (and others) to learn and disseminate information?

Findings from the session are as follows:
Case study #1 Al Webdeh Park (Center for the Built Environment):
· Purpose for building – wanted low water use park

· Needs to be an adequate balance between hard and soft landscaping, case by case basis (green can still be low water consumption by choosing appropriate plants).

· People enjoy and make most use of parks in mixed use areas where they can easily walk to kiosks/activities/local markets/food, etc.

· In creating parks, it is important to consider biodiversity and conservation issues (using native or local plants that support, bring in and replenish native species of birds/wildlife) and awareness of green culture.  RCN is a great resource and can provide information on what plants are available and their use.  Webdeh Park is using regionally endemic plants that require little water but still is green.  

· Water harvesting - has rain water collection system underground that can sustain the park for a month or longer without having to obtain water from outside (self sustaining).

· Community partners are important in preserving/sustaining the park.

Case study #2 King Abdullah II Park (Dar Al Omran):

· Massive park – issue is to build large, beautiful park while still conserving water.
· Will have large community garden.
· Was more practical in this situation to use trees and pathways rather than water conserving bushes and also requires less maintenance.
· Solar technology is included in the park.
· Studied the behavior of people to determine best way to design the park.
Future Government Plans for “Pocket Parks”:
· Initiative by government, large number of very small parks in urban communities.
· How do we build more parks and still conserve water/sustainability.
· In all parks using low water use plants and the zoning and placement of plants can help with all parks. 
· Recycling of old materials and using them to create furniture, play equipment and other items for parks.

Participant Suggestions:
· Should have regulations for what is planted in community garden (to ensure environmentally friendly practices) and what chemicals, fertilizers, etc. can and can’t be used

· If a large park, can they take advantage of carbon credits?  Use solar panels over car ports, etc.?

Important Considerations (for all parks) according to speakers and participants:
· Community Involvement/Safety

· Are there alternatives to fencing?  Fencing is not friendly but necessary to preserve green parts of park and for safety/security.  
· Perhaps a community member or create a job by paying someone to guard the park.  

· Community watch?  
· Or create community incentives, tax incentive – help community feel involved as if they have ownership of the park, put children’s murals/names or assign children and community to help plant trees/plants and care for them.

Ways to instill Green Culture in Jordan:
· Public/Private Partnerships with schools to include green/environment in education and green schools, a few schools have already started this, start with youth.
· Create a bike culture?   Give people places to ride bikes, pedestrian friendly places.
· Create recycling initiatives and use regulations and fines to encourage recycling/discourage waste (sometimes works better to get people to change for economic reasons).

· Tax incentives - extra development tax to provide for parks, etc. and reduce taxes for environmental projects.
· Help establish clear procedures and methods on how to address sustainability issues, unify bodies working, current bodies by themselves do not have capacity to establish this, such as the National Building Council – need support and recommendations in making decisions.

· Need to know systems that are out there and suppliers in the area of green building.
· Need process and collaboration from the design to implementation to use and sustainability stages – building stage important, more follow-up.
· Need to know the pitfalls in sustainable parks, need more research to see what projects are happening and lessons learned.
· This was a good session to have and it is important to also include Government Ministries.
· There needs to be regulations that are enforced related to environment.
· Increased awareness is needed among stakeholders.
· JEA stated that they are working with US Green Building Council to provide LEED certification and Capacity building training, LEED certified training at the training center.

Participants would like to see the following from A/E Business Council:
· Field trips and on-site learning trips and also presentations from developers, etc on the projects (all stakeholders involved).
· More awareness sessions such as this one, invite more people and follow-up on recommendations from this event.
· Speakers with international expertise and best practices (other experiences).
· Participate in study tours world wide, regionally and locally, model projects of interest.
· Help to develop “Think Green” initiatives from Jordan culture and heritage, customs – ancestors had very good ways to protect the environment.
· Introduce green culture as first step, community is not used to this idea, discuss ways to achieve this culture –lead by example, provide education.
· Royal Conservation Society has good information/knowledge that could be disseminated and they and others in Jordan have success stories to build on.
· Would like to know how to get same support as we had for pilot projects in new development projects, how to convince others to do the same for building projects.
